
 

Pharmaceutical Care and 

Humanitarian Aid  

My experiences in Haïti 

2005-2015 

 

Diane Lamarre, pharmacist, M.Sc., 

Professor of Clinical pharmacy  

Faculté de pharmacie, Université de Montréal 

 

Pharmacists Without Borders- Canada and 

Quebec Board of Pharmacists 

Ex-Président  

  

 



Pharmaciens sans frontières-Canada  
Pharmacist without borders-Canada 

 

Mission Haïti  

Haïti Mission 



Pharmaciens sans frontières - Canada 

Pharmacist without borders - Canada   

¸Canadian section founded by Hubert Brault -1995 

¸President Regis Vaillancourt 

¸Thrive to provide technical and logistical support 

¸Work in collaboration with locals 

¸ Implement efficient drug 
 management and distribution system 

¸Teaching and supporting  
pharmaceutical care in  
development and post-war countries. 

 

 

¸  

 

 



2005 

¸Collaboration with a group of American 

Dermatologists 

¸Was their third visit, they didnôt expect to 

go in Haïti anymore 

¸Want me to develop compoundings for 

tropical dermatologic problems 





 

Collaboration with the American 

Academy of Dermatologists and 

CDC (2005-     ) 

 
¸Leogane ï 40Km from Port-au-Prince 

¸Leger Hospital 

¸Need for coumpounding dermatological 

formulations against tropical diseases 

¸Pictograms 

¸Orphanage medical visits 

¸Teaching 

 



From left to right: Dr Norlund, Sr Ellissainte,  

Dr Charles, technician assistant et Dr Ertle. 

 



Coumpounding formulations 



Tinea capitis in Haïti 



Specific compounded formulations 

selected for tropical country diseases 
¸Hydrocortisone cream, ointment  

¸Fluocinonide  

¸Triamcinolone acetonide  

¸Clotrimazole cream and lotion 

¸Gentian violet 1% 

¸Whitfield ointment 

¸Potassium permanganate 

¸Salicylic acid ointment 

 

 

 



American Academy of Dermatology 

65th Annual Meeting 

Volunteers Abroad 

Washington DC February 1st, 2007 

 Compounding and  

Use of Technology  
    Diane Lamarre, pharmacist 

B.Pharm., M.Sc., 

Associate Professor of Clinical Pharmacy, 

Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Montreal 



Compounding supplies 

¸Balance weights to 100 mg to 1 kg (1,300.$US) 

Acculab 

¸Weighing papers and plastic weighing boats 

¸Graduate cylinders ( 10,25,50,100,250ml) 

¸Beakers ( 500ml, 1 liter, 2 liters) 

¸Hot plate with magnetic stirrer  

¸Spatulas (various sizes), (V spatula for gentian 

violet powder) 

¸Cylinder brushes  etc. 



 



 



 



their language ( french) 

 



Pharmaceutical care and 

documentation 
¸Compounding dermatologic preparations in 

developing countries. 

¸Lamarre D, Bertrand ME, Giroux D, 

Nordlund JJ, Ertle J, Charles AJ. Dermatol 

Ther. 2009 Nov-Dec;22(6):560-3. 

 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19889139?itool=Email.EmailReport.Pubmed_ReportSelector.Pubmed_RVDocSum&ordinalpos=1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19889139?itool=Email.EmailReport.Pubmed_ReportSelector.Pubmed_RVDocSum&ordinalpos=1


Real life (!) 

¸June 2005 

¸Explosion at the market Place PAP 

¸20 people shot on the airport road 

¸20 other people kidnapped 

¸Compounding products were lost at the 

airport 

¸We did training with placeboé 



Pictograms program 



Making pictogram attracting 







Sîur Ellissainte, responsable du dispensaire 

 



Notre programme de pictogrammes ! 





(!) 

¸Too hot for pictogram printers 

 



Orphanage 

120 children 2-12 years old 

Diane et Dr Jim Norlund 



Dr Alix Charles Dr Jim Ertle 



 





Teaching and coaching 
ï Nursing School  ï 90 

ïLéogane /Bill Gates Foundation  

¸Oral rehydratation solutions 

¸Antibiotics et antifungals 

¸Typhoid fever 

¸Drug interactions  

ïAIDS- tuberculosis- malaria- leprosys 

ïJoint Medicine and Pharmacy Faculty 

ïPort-au-Prince 100/60 

¸ Initiation to Pharmaceutical Care  

¸Pharmacy Students 

 



Teaching Pharmaceutical Care and 

AIDS interactions at the Faculty of 

Pharmacy and Medicine 

 Port au Prince 



Diane,  vice-dean of the Faculté de Pharmacie et Charles Milliard 



 

AIDS treatments 

Drugs non available 

 



Filariosis 



 

Pharmacy Library at the Faculty of medicine 

and pharmacy Port-au-Prince -2007 

 



Nursing students  

very dedicated despite very hot 

and humid weather  



Oral Rehydration Solution 

 

Teaching to nursing students. 



Safety issues (!) 

 



 


