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According to the World Health Organization (WHO), vaccines save between two and three million lives
annually around the world. If coverage were increased for many other diseases that can be effectively
prevented through vaccination, a further 1.5 million lives would be saved. Vaccines are safe and effective and
they contribute not only to preventing disease, but also to avoiding millions of euros in costs of care,
absenteeism and loss of productivity. In fact, the WHO director-general, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
highlighted the sound economic value of vaccinationin arecent statement saying that “preventionis not only
better than cure, it’s cheaper, and the smartest thing to do”. In addition, vaccination is a crucial strategy to
fighting antimicrobial resistance by reducing the need for antibiotic use. However, barriers such as
misinformation and distrust in vaccines can compromise not only the health of individuals but also public
health as a whole. In October 2018, FIP endorsed the WHO Astana Declaration on primary health care (PHC) to
deliver universal health coverage (UHC) by 2030. One of the main components of PHC is the provision of a
comprehensive range of disease prevention and early screening services, including vaccination. In various
parts of the world, pharmacists are the primary access point to PHC, offering advice and supporting the
adoption of healthy lifestyles, performing point-of-care tests, referring patients to other healthcare
professionals or levels of care, and administering vaccines.

FIP’s work on vaccination started over a decade ago and is based on the conviction that improving vaccination
coverage and promoting a life-course approach to vaccination are global imperatives to which pharmacists
can greatly contribute.
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https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---6-may-2020

























































































































