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The Western Pacific Pharmaceutical Forum continues to support the strategic 
objectives of FIP 2020 Vision Statement by  
 
Ø continuing to build constructive partnerships between the pharmaceutical 

associations of the region 
 
Ø increasing the visibility and understanding of FIP and its role both globally and 

within our region  
 
Ø increasing effective communications and interaction between the 

pharmaceutical associations within the Western Pacific Region 
 
As FIP enters its second century, the Forum hopes to play its part in bringing the 
regional associations into much closer focus and contact, with its global parent. 
 
Over the years 2011/2012 the Forum’s principal areas of activity have been – 
 
FIP/WHO GPP Standards 
Much time has been devoted with translation and promotion of the GPP standards 
within the region.  The standards have been translated into Japanese, Korean, Simple 
Mandarin, Traditional Mandarin, Vietnamese and Mongolian. 
 
The Forum, in co-operation with regional pharmacy organisations at the suggestion of 
WHO, has arranged for standards as translated to be distributed to all schools of 
pharmacy in the Western Pacific.  A more recent suggestion received from one 
organisation is that copies should be directed to the Department of Pharmacy Practice 
in the individual schools. 
 
Communications 
The Forum continues to collect regular reports from each country association and 
redistributes them via newsletter and minutes to all the other country associations.  
This has enhanced each organisation’s understanding of each other and stimulated 
inter-country inspection visits and enquiries. 
 
Relationship with World Health Organization Regional Office 
WHO attends all Forum Executive meetings. Dr Budiono Santoso, a physician, who 
has served as the Senior Pharmaceutical Officer for eight years, has retired.  The 
Forum has thanked him for his support and wished him well in his retirement to 
become an author.  The successor in this position is Dr Klara Tisocki, a pharmacist 
originally from Hungary, but with experience in Africa, United Kingdom, Europe, as 
well as already having acted as a consultant in the Western Pacific Region.  Dr 
Tisocki has attended two of our meetings and has already made a great contribution 
with active input and identification of new areas to which the Forum could contribute. 
 
General Secretary, Reynaldo Umali, regularly represents the Forum at regional 
meetings. 
 
International Projects 
The Forum continues to support Vietnam Pharmacists Association and Drug 
Administration Vietnam in pursuit of its GPP targets by 2015.   
 
New programs for the Vietnam academics are being developed in relation to the 
teaching of clinical pharmacy and should be undertaken very shortly. 
 
Other projects the Forum has been involved with are – 
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Ø Meetings with Cambodian Department of Health officials relating to GPP in 

Cambodia 
 
Ø Scheduling and categories of OTC medicines in the Western Pacific Region 
 
Ø Development of clinical services 
 
Ø Quality pharmacy services in community pharmacy in the Western Pacific 

Region 
 
Ø The WHO Asia/Pacific National Medicines Policy Meeting held in Sydney, 

Australia 
 
Ø GPP and future practice development seminars presented in Manila, the 

Philippines and Seoul, Korea 
 
Ø Continued support for hospital practice standards project with Dr Rebekah 

Moles and Jonathan Penm. 
 
Website 
As strong website committee centred in China Taiwan continues in its development.  It 
has been strengthened by a regular e-letter and much activity in a regular 
pharmacists’ forum.  This has created a regional international discussion group for 
pharmacists. 
 
FIP Foundation/WPPF Scholarships 
The two Centennial awardees are Fiji (Shaneel Kumar) and the Philippines (Paul 
Quizon). 
 
The Forum has some concern that there may be some pharmacists in developing 
countries whose applications suffer from the lack of good expression in English and 
believe that this may put them at a disadvantage with the selection committee.  The 
Forum has identified some remedies to endeavour to overcome this problem. 
 
Conclusion and Succession 
The most important factor in enabling the work of the Forum to proceed is the 
constant support of the principal pharmaceutical associations in the region and the 
ability to delegate particular areas of responsibility to members of the Executive. 
 
I have given the Executive committee notice that I will not renominate for chair or the 
Executive Committee and will retire.  I have held the position for 10 years and have 
excellent support from a unique group over that period, Wai Keung Chui (Singapore), 
Nobuo Yamamoto (Japan), Reynaldo Umali (Philippines) over the period and earlier 
Mei Ling Hsiao (China Taiwan), Dr Lu (China), together as a team gave the Forum a 
great start.  Subsequently joined by Tony Tarn (China Taiwan) and Myung Suk Park 
(Korea), the Forum is well placed to move with FIP into its next century.  I believe our 
founding executive members will follow my suggestion and example by identifying a 
successor and allowing a smooth, yet knowledgeable change of guard over a period. 
 
This is important to the future of FIP as global economic change is well advanced and 
the areas covered by WPPF and SEAR are at the forefront.  At the opening if its 
second century, FIP must recognise and involve the New World. 
 
As President in these 10 exciting years, I must commend those former Presidents of 
FIP who foresaw the need for a greater active regional presence of FIP. 
 
John Ware OAM 
President 
Western Pacific Pharmaceutical Forum of FIP    July 2012 



 
 


