REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE AFRICAN PHARMACEUTICAL FORUM (APF) FOR THE PERIOD OF MARCH 2012- MARCH 2013, PRESENTED BY (SIR) ANTHONY AKHIMIEN.
Introduction 

Please accept my apology for the late report. I hope you can still accommodate what is being sent today. 
Indeed, I took over office as the new APF President at the FIP Congress in Amsterdam last year. I am privileged to have worked closely with my predecessor Azubike Okwor when he was President of the forum. 
Please find below, a summary of the activities of the forum for the period under consideration. 

March 2012

APF President was part of the delegation in Banjul, the Gambia to attend the 24th Scientific Conference of the West African Post Graduate College of Pharmacists (WAPCP) between 12th – 16th, March, 2012. The theme of the Conference was “Poverty, Disease and Drugs in Regional Development”. 
The keynote address was given by Professor Fola Tayo, who was then the President of the West Africa Post Graduate College of Pharmacists (WAPCP).
Safe Medicine Speaking Book 

It will be recalled that APF representatives attended the launch of the Safe Medicines Speaking Book in South Africa. Over 800 copies of the book in French translation was sent to Cote’D’lvoire for distribution at the Ministry of Health, Health Centres and Public Schools. The response so far has been very encouraging. 
13th International Pharmaceutical Forum Conference Held in N’djamena, Chad   
The International Pharmaceutical Forum Conference which was held with the theme: “The problem of access to medicines” from June 5-8 2012, in N’Djamena, Chad was the highlight of pharmaceutical activities in French speaking Africa. The Conference was officially declared opened by President Idriss Deby Itno. 

The delegates deliberated on contemporary issues on ‘the problem of access to medicines’ in the French Speaking African. 

At the end of the conference, delegates resolved to strengthen the advocacy for local drug production, work in respect of pharmaceutical monopoly and strengthen the effort to establish Inter-African College of Pharmacists in Africa. 

Furthermore, the conference recommended that member states should implement sub-regional strategies or support initiatives for local drug production, to actualize their commitment towards the criminalization of trafficking counterfeit drugs and to take the necessary and urgent measures to establish Faculty of Pharmacy of Central Africa to address the human resource challenge facing the region. 

Morocco and Cameroon were chosen to host the 14th and 15th International Pharmaceutical Forum Conferences respectively. 

APF Marked World Pharmacists Day 
The African Pharmaceutical Forum Secretariat partnered with the Pharmaceutical Society of Nigeria to mark the World Pharmacy Day on September 25, 2012. 
The event attracted dignitaries from Federal Ministry of Health, Politicians from the Senate and House of Representatives, National University Commission, Professional Association in Health Care Industry, Human Rights Organisation and the Press (Both electronic and print media). 
The theme of the day was “Access to Safe Medicines as a Human right. The National Human Rights Commission co-sponsored the event.
A joint declaration was signed between Pharmacists and the Human Rights Commission recognizing that access to safe medicines is a fundamental human right. The workshop task the government of Nigeria to encourage indigenous manufacture of medicines by reducing tariffs on importation of raw  materials, provide basic utilities and give tax incentives to boost local production of drugs. Above all, the document emphasized that access to needed medicines must go through regulatory system that guarantees appropriate standards for quality, safety and efficacy are available and consumed at all times. 

Counterfeit Medicines Workshop in Ethiopia April 2012
A follow up workshop to the Abuja declaration on counterfeit medicines was held in Ethiopia on Monday 23rd April 2012.
The former Africa Pharmaceutical Forum (APF) President, Mr. Azubike B. Okwor was one of the speakers at the workshop. Other speakers were Prof. Michele Forzky J.D MPH; a global public health lawyer and Steve Allen, Senior Director, global Security EMEA Region, Pfizer. 
The workshop took concrete steps on the issues of counterfeiting in the region and strategies to combat it. 

Africa Pharmaceutical Forum AGM in Amsterdam

The New Executive has since put together the minutes of the AGM held in October 2012. This has been circulated to all member bodies: A copy has also been sent to FIP secretariat. 
The content has indeed formed the bedrock of matters arising that needed to be followed up. 

Fip Travel Grant 
We received five nominations for the Travel grant. A committee was set up at the APF secretariat to screen the applicants’ documents. Two candidates that scored the highest mark were recommended to FIP for the award. They are: 
1. Dr. (Mrs) Arinola E. Joda 

Nigeria 
2. Ms Tinashe Gamuchirai Muvirimi 
Zimbabwe 
The two applicants were approved by FIP and they have since been contacted for the award. 

Patients Solidarity Day in Africa 
APF is in partnership with the International Alliance of Patients Organisation (IAPO) to mark the first patient’s solidarity day in Africa. The event will take place on the 30th October 2013.  

Website Development 
The Executive recognised the effort made by the Past Exco on the need to have a functional website.
The role of Dr. Helen Tata of WHO is deeply appreciated. Our desire is to have a website that is robust, improve communication with members and have a registered members section.
The present difficulties in the functionality of the website will be resolved at the APF forum scheduled for June/July in Accra 2013. 

Relationship with WHO/AU
We are in contact with the two bodies. We planned to send action plan for some of our projected programmes for the year. 
Meanwhile, the forum made a congratulatory letter to the African Union on their 50th Anniversary Celebration earlier this year. 
The Exco is conscious of the fact that WHO deals with Ministries of Health of member countries but we intend to send an action plan for their support. 
Relationship with Partners in Healthcare Industry   
The Executive of APF is in contact with Pfizer International and USAID/SHOPS for partnership in organizing workshops for members. 

We have already invited African representatives of USAID/SHOPS to be part of APF regional meeting planned for June/July 2013.                        
2013 WAPCP Scientific Conference in Sierra Leone 

Africa Pharmaceutical Forum President was part of the Scientific Conference of WAPCP held in Sierra Leone in March 2013. 

The theme of the Conference was “opportunities and Challenges of Pharmacists in maternal and child health.” The West African Health Organisation was well represented at the Scientific Congress. As usual, attendance was mainly from the English speaking countries in West Africa. Prof. Wilson Erhun delivered the keynote address.

Challenges of the forum     
It will be noted that Nigeria provided a secretariat to co-ordinate APF activities. Due to lack of funds, we are unable to employ full time staff to help run the secretariat

As at date, only Nigeria has paid their subscription to APF. We hope the Regional meeting in June/July will appraise issues of funding. 

It is extremely difficult to run APF without funds. Perhaps, we appeal to FIP to assist in this regard. 

Sir Anthony Akhimien

APF, President    

